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Bi-Tuibo chip board 
marvelous engineering 


was not too bothersome — espe- 
dally compared with the slowness 
experienced with the non-hard¬ 
ware alternatives. 

There are, however, some disad¬ 
vantages to the Bi-Turbo board 
that counterbalance some of the 
advantages. Here are key pros and 

I cons, as I see &em: 

✓ Pro. For heavy 
PC users, the device is 
a real time-saver. It 
eliminates almost all 
waiting for the comput¬ 
er, because it allows 
you to switch back and 
forth between tasks at 

Pro. You can ac¬ 
cess a file for informa¬ 
tion while running 
lengthy reports that 
use the same fUe. 

I/' Pro. It’s a space saver. It will 
eliminate the need for a seomd 
computer in many situations. 

k' Con. In situations where new 
{Hiograms are being written or test¬ 
ed, a system “ha^’ by one pro¬ 
gram could cause the other pro¬ 
gram being nm to “bangT as welL 
When that happens, you have to re¬ 
boot yoor entire system, and yoa 
Turbo board also has its own bank loose whatever was m proce& la 
of memory built in, so it’s not com- such cases, having a c o mt^e tely 
peting with the original computer’s separate system for testing is pref• 
memory. erable. 

How do you switch from using Con. It’s not cheap. The 
one mogram to another? It’s easy, board retails for $995, wdridi makes 
Just preK the “Alt” and keys it difficult to justify unl^ you 
at the time, and your screen have a particular application that 
instantly displays the other one. wUl justify its cost. Since some 
The original program procwds to IBM PC clones are now available 
run even though you don’t see it for less than $1,000, indudtng moni- 
The screen and keyboard now sp- tor and keyboard, you have to eval- 
ply to the second one. When you uate your situation to see if a sec- 
want to switch back, you just press ond, low-cost system would work 
the same keys again, and the sec- just as welL 
ond program keeps running as you Con. Finally, be aware that it 
work on the first. can’t be installed easily on an com- 

In almost aU respects, the Bi- puters that claim to operate identi- 
Turbo board is literaUy a second caHy to IBM PCs. I tried two, the 
computer instaUed within your ex- Tandy 3000 HL and the WeUs 
isting computer’s box. I say “in al- American A*Star H. By fonowing 
most aU respects” because there is the instructions supplied with the 
one crucial component of your ex- unit, it worked on toe Tandy but 
isting system that’s stfll shared — not on the Wells American, 
your hard disk. If the two pro- An in an, for business situations 
grams beine run both access toe that anow tiie Bi-Turbo board to be 


The Bi-Turbo board from Ahoy 
Computer Products Irtc. is a mar- 
v^us feat of engineering that wto 
d^^t many heavy users of per¬ 
sonal comp|uters. In short, it puts a 
second microprocessor cltip in 
your IBM PC, aBowing two pro¬ 
grams to be rpn at the same time 
— with almost no deg- 
radation in the speed of 
either program. 

It’s no big deal to 
just make a ^igle com- 
puter run two pro- 









HUJel Segal is an independent computer consultant who writes the 
monthly Executive Computing Newsletter, published by The Association 
of Computer Users. He can be reached at ACU, P.O. Box 9003, Boulder. 




